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mind if you had not been nurtured among men of culture, but had
passed all your life in some desert spot ? Have you not derived it
from reflections previously entertained, from books, from interchange
of converse with your friends, etc., not from your own mind alone or
from a supreme being who exists ? You must therefwe prove more
clearly that that idea could not present itself to you unless a supreme
being did exist; though when you show this ive shall all confess
ourselves vanquished. But it seems to be shown clearly that that idea
springs from previous notions by the fact that the natives of Canada,
the Hurons, and other savages, have no idea in their minds such as
this, which is one that you can form from a previous survey of cor-
poreal things, in such a way that your idea refers only to this corporeal
world, which embraces all the perfections that you can imagine; hence
you would have tip to this point no grounds as yet for inferring more
than an entirely perfect corporeal Entity, unless you were to add
something else conducting us to the \_knowledge of the] incorporeal or
spiritual. Let us add that you can construct the idea of an angel (just
as you can form the notion of a supremely perfect being] without that
idea being caused in you by a [really existing] angel; though the
angel has more perfection than you have. But you do not possess the
idea of God any more than that of an infinite number or of an infinite
line; and though you did possess this, yet there could be no such
number. Put along with this the contention that the idea of the
unity and simplicity of a sole perfection which embraces all other
perfections^ is merely the product of the reasoning mind, and is
formed in the same way as other universal unities, which do not exist
in fact but merely in the understanding, as is illustrated by the cases
of generic, transcendental and other unities.

Thirdly, since you are not yet certain of the aforesaid existence
of God, and yet according to your statement, cannot be certain of
anything or know anything clearly and distinctly unless previously
you know certainly and clearly that God exists, it follows that you
cannot clearly and distinctly know that you are a thinking thing,
since, according to you, that knowledge depends on the clear knowledge
of the existence of God, the proof of which you haw not yet reached
at that point ivhere you draw the conclusion that you have a clear
knoioledge of what you are.

Take this also, that while an Atheist knoivs clearly and distinctly
that the three angles of a triangle are equal to two right, yet he is
far from believing in the existence of God; in fact he denies it,
because if God existed there would be a supreme existence, a highest